
Janet Slaynasky Ottenweller was a 1992 graduate of Revere and a 

standout tennis player. She was the 1st singles player for three years, earn-

ing all-league, all-district, and team MVP honors each of those years. She 

remained undefeated during the regular season and was a three-time Subur-

ban League winner, sectional champion, and state qualifier. In 1989, she 

appeared on ESPN’s television show Sunkist K.I.D.S. and was selected as 

the Akron Touchdown Club’s Player of the Year. The following year, she 

was named the Akron Beacon Journal Player of the Year. Janet chose the 

University of Akron to continue her education. During her freshman year, 

she was the number one women’s singles player in Northeastern Ohio. She 

was a four-year letter-winner for the Zips and an academic all-MAC selec-

tion three times. She was twice the team MVP (1993–94 and 1994–95) and 

first team first team all-MAC (1995). She is second in career double wins 

with 87 and Top 10 for career combined wins (142).  

Name: Janet Slaynasky Ottenweller            Class: 1992            Sport(s):  Tennis 

Current Occupation:  Editor ial Director   

Current City of Residence:  Las Vegas, Nevada 

Hobbies/Interests:  traveling, theatre, concer ts, antiques, Shakespeare, photography  

What do you miss most about RHS?:  “Learning from my teachers.” 

Advice to Current Revere Athletes:  “Stay focused but don' t be too hard on yourself. It' s amaz-

ing how having fun out there will improve your mental game and results.” 

Notes:  “Without my parents, none of this would have been possible. Thank you for giving up your free time, tak-

ing me to tournaments across the country, providing me with the best equipment and coaches, and stressing the im-

portance of a quality education. But most importantly, thank you for giving me the opportunity to learn transferable 

skills that continue to help me in my professional life today. 

Thanks to the rest of my family, teammates, and friends who cheered me on and helped me relax off the court. 

For my skills on the court, there are two people I would like to acknowledge: my first private coach, Flip Phillips, 

and my last private coach, Rocco Cona. Flip, thank you, for developing my strokes and helping a kid in elementary 

school turn her height into an asset on the tennis court. And, Rocco, thank you for making me think on the court 

and teaching me what strategy is all about. Also, thank you for playing mixed doubles and providing me with the 

tools to be a success as a college doubles player. 

Thank you Kerry Leander (Capistrano Valley), David Jones (RHS), Kathy Shisler (RHS), and Glendale Zell 

(Akron) for being my team coaches. I appreciate you always telling me not to be so hard on myself and believing in 

my abilities.  

The final people I would like to thank are the two people, besides my parents, who I have shared the most court 

time with. Each ball I hit with them, every point I played alongside them, and each laugh I shared with them made 

me into a better tennis player and human being. 

I can’t tell you how many hours of tennis that I practiced and played with you, Matt Howard. Your enthusiasm for 

the sport was contagious, and you never took it easy on me because I was a girl. You taught me the importance of 

working hard as well as playing hard and introduced me to some great music, too. 

Deidra Engle, you came along in my tennis career exactly when I needed it, and we clicked from the moment we 

started playing in college. I laughed and smiled on and off the court with you. You understood why I couldn’t wash 

my ball cap during a winning streak and you never questioned why I needed to serve with a particular ball on the 

court. I am so proud to have been your partner and of all we accomplished. Thank you for everything.  

And much appreciation to the Revere High School Athletic Hall of Fame Committee for this honor.” 

Janet Slaynasky Ottenweller (‘92)—Tennis 



Janet Slaynasky Ottenweller (‘92)—Tennis 


